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Abstract 
This paper aim is to reflect some conceptual issues on international student mobility and the impact of this programme on 
institutional quality; then, furthermore, it is presented a statistical overview of student mobility in Romania, focusing on the main 
problems encountered by Erasmus students. It is noticed that in Romania, just as in the new Member States, the participation rate 
tends to be lower than the European average rate and that Romania still battles with a present significant imbalance of income 
and outcome students. Romania as a member of the European Union has the obligation to help improving the participation in the 
Erasmus programme study in order to reach the target of three million student exchanges.  
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1. Introduction 
The promotion of student and staff mobility has been given  new boost by the setting of  target for the European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA) countries: "In 2020, at least 20 % of those graduating in the European Higher 
Education Area should have had a study or training period abroad" (Leuven/Louvain-la-Nuevo Communiqué 
2009).After twenty-five years after its launch (in Romania this programme has a history of fifteen years), Erasmus 
has become the best known EU programme and most successful student exchange scheme in the world. 
The reform of Romanian higher education is focused on the construction of a higher education system as 
compatible as possible with the European educational demands. So, the Romanian higher education institutions need 
to respond to the demands of the knowledgebased society. 
This paper aim is to reflect some conceptual issues on international student mobility and also to provide a 
statistical portrait of student mobility in Romania on its first fifteen years since this programme was started. This 
paper also wants to present some barriers to international student mobility and some eventual policy measures that 
should be taken in Romania in order to achieve the volume of student established by the European Commission, that 
of at least 3 million student exchanges by 2012.  
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2. The Erasmus Programme and the impact of this programme on Institutional Quality 
The mobility initiated through the Erasmus programme can held responsible for paving the way for the Bologna 
Process. The impact of the Erasmus programme is quality improvement in European higher education focuses on 
particular areas as teaching, research, student services and the openness to society with a focus at the institutional 
and system level. 
Erasmus has a considerable effect on various aspects regarding institutional quality, such as the impact on high 
level institutional management, on the quality improvement in teaching and learning, or on the quality improvement 
in research and also on the quality improvement in student services.  
Five out of six of the action lines of the Bologna declaration are directly drawn from the Erasmus programme: 
easy readable and comparable degrees (diploma supplement), establishment of a credit system (ECTS), promotion 
of mobility (Erasmus students), quality assurance (1998 Council Recommendation, ENQA), and European 
dimension (joint and double degrees). 
3. A statistical overview of student mobility in Romania 
One of the main objectives, Erasmus programme is that of improving the volume of student and teaching staff 
mobility throughout. Europe that should reach at least 3 million student exchanges by 2012.  So each country has  
responsibility of improving it is student’s participation rate. As presented in different European Commission reports 
the first million students was achieved in 2001/2002, and earlier in 2009/2010 the two million students’ goal was 
achieved as well. The next goal is scheduled to be achieved at the end of 2012 and approximately 50236 students are 
still needed to participate in this programme. Fortunately since the inception of the programme, the number of 
students benefitting from an Erasmus grant has continued to grow in almost all countries, including Romania.  
If  in 2004 the least mobile were Spanish, Polish and UK students and on the other hand, Bulgarian, Greek, Irish, 
Maltese and Slovak students were more mobile statistics chance now. In 2012, according to the European 
Commission statistics on Erasmus Programme, Spain sent the most students abroad followed by France, Germany, 
Italy and Poland. These countries also have the largest student populations in Europe.  
In Romania,  new Member States, the participation rate tends to be lower, of just 2.701 students in 2002-2003, 
2.962 in 2004-2005, 3.350 in 2006-2007, 3.744 in 2008-2009, and in 2010-2011 it was registered a number of 4.604. 
The total number of students that participated on an Erasmus programme is of 34.863 students. The rate of 
Romanian students suggests a catching-up trend with the other European countries. 
The share of outgoing Romanian Erasmus students of the total student population in 2007/08 is 0.36%, in  
2008/09 is of about 0.35% and in 2009/10 is of about 0,36%. As remarked the rate is significantly lower than the 
rest of the European countries.  
The share of outgoing Romanian Erasmus students as a percentage of the graduate population in 2007/08 is 
1.64%, in 2008/09 is 1.20% and in 2009/10 is 1.28%. 
The average duration of student mobility in Romania is lower than the European average duration of 6, 5 months. 
In Romania, even though the averege is constantly growing, it still hasen’t reached the European one. According to 
Eurosat ststistics, the average duration of student mobility in Romania  has a significant incress from an avarage of 
5,5 months in 2008/2009 to 5,9 months in 2010/2011.  
Table 1.Mobility of Romanian students by the top 5 countries students go to 
 
Country Nr. of Students 
France 1.094  
Germany 532  
Spain 460  
Italy 363  
Greece 205  
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Source: Adapted from OECD 2011 
 
Many  students leave country for study in some other country for new experiences, to have  better access  
information and to become a full-time learner. The most wanted destination countries are France, Germany, Spain 
and Italy. From the beginning of  Erasmus programme in Romania, France and Germany were always present in  top 
five destination countries, as well as Spain and Italy.  One reason why Romanian students prefer these countries, 
France and Germany, may refer to the language easiness, because they are present in the educational curricula 
during primary, secondary and also tertiary educational system. Regarding the preference for countries as Spain and 
Italy, we can emphasize the fact that Romanian language is at one point very similar to the Spanish or Italian 
language, given the fact that are all Latin languages and that that can adapt easier to the new learning situation. 
At the same time, a significant number of students from various EU countries have studied in Romania. Starting 
with  academic year 1990/1991, several Romanian universities have offered complete study programs in foreign 
languages like English, French and also German. According to OECD data, in 2004, approximately 9730 foreign 
students were studying in Romania with more than 4200 were coming from our closest neighbour, Republic of 
Moldova. In 2011, the situation changed and France sent approximately 298 students, followed by Spain – 193 
students and Turkey and Portugal, each sent approximately 150 students. 
 
Table 2.Top Five Higher Education Institutions Sending Students 
 
Top five HEIs sending Students  Nr. of students 
"ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA" UNIVERSITY (UAIC) 477  
BABES-BOLYAI UNIVERSITY 347  
UNIVERSITY OF  BUCHAREST 298  
THE BUCHAREST UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMIC STUDIES 275  
"TRANSILVANIA" UNIVERSITY OF BRASOV 183  
Source: Adapted from EUROSTAT 2011 
 
The top five higher education institutions that send students are "AlexandruIoan Cuza" University (UAIC) with 
477 students, Babes - Bolyai University with 347, and University of Bucharest and The Bucharest University of 
Economic Studies with a number of approximately 280 students each.  
Apart from facilitating greater mobility, the Erasmus programme is also expected to strengthen other forms of co-
operation between universities across Europe, to develop a greater sense of European citizenship and shared values 
and also to improve the quality of European higher education.† 
Even though it is present a continuous growth rate of both outcome and income Erasmus students, Romania still 
battles with a present significant imbalance. In the same situation are Latvia, Bulgaria, Turkey and Lithuania that 
sent out more students than they hosted.  
The number of students that decides to study in Romania is increasing every year, but it is still present a 
significant imbalance between students that go to study abroad and students that come to study in Romania. We as a 
country must find ways to attract more students, accentuating the fact that Romanian universities have historically 
been classified among the best in Eastern Europe. 
Swinging the balance between declining and growing student numbers can be made by building a competitive 
education, by focusing on policy implicationsand building a strong higher education network. Unfortunately 
Romania's higher education institutions form a much looser network than in other European countries.  
Regarding the grant received by students in Romania the monthly average grant exceeds the European one, of 
just 232 euro (according to the European Commission report entitled Bologna with Student Eyes 2012), but it still 
does not cover for all expenses and students are forced to support their stay abroad by asking financial support from 
their parents, find a part time job or get a student loan.  
 
† See http://ec.europa.eu/education/lifelong-learning-programme/erasmus_en.htm 
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4. Main problems encountered by Erasmus students – possible barriers that suppress students participation 
From the beginning of the Bologna Process, the ministers had in consideration the removing of  the remaining 
obstacles to student mobility. Particular attention has been given to the portability of grants and loans, because 
financing has remained the major barrier to mobility. „It was specifically stated in if member countries are to reach 
the target of 20 % mobile students by 2020, an urgent increased focus needs to be given to remove the remaining 
obstacles and to ensure the financial support for students. Erasmus represents the main mobility program, which has 
grown rapidly these recent years. Nevertheless, Erasmus students still represent  very small share of the total 
enrolment of less than 1 % on average in Europe 32 region in 2008/2009 on an annual basis.” (Leuven/Louvain-la 
Neuve Communiqué, 2009). 
According to an European report‡the biggest obstacles for student mobility identified by student unions are lack 
of motivation or other personal reasons such as work, family or home sickness, financing and lack of financial 
support, recognition, lack of information and guidance & support (other than financial), the language, lack of 
motivation or other personal reasons such as work, family or home sickness and lack of flexibility or no mobility 
window.  
Improving the participation in Erasmus programme study has  considered a priority and solutions must be found 
in order to reach the target of three million rate of student exchanges. Among the possible recommendations that are 
present in nowadays literature, we mention the serious need for more Erasmus grants (unmet demand), the fact that 
mobility policies should be nationally targeted, and the fact that countries with high participation suffer from fixed 
budgets, that dramatically diminishes the number of Erasmus students.  
Another viable solution can be adding national funding and also encourage contributions from hosting 
enterprises (internships) and in that way it will be a win-win process, for both students and also companies. Enhance 
mobility opportunities in secondary education could be another possible solution that can seriously increases interest 
in higher education student mobility,  
All in all, by removing these obstacles, it can be crated a stronger and a more transparent process that can attract 
more students into participating in the programme in order to have access to an excellent education and also to have 
the opportunity to live abroad, meet new people, acquire “soft skills”, and improve foreign language skills. 
5. Conclusion  
The Romanian education system has to do it is the best  adapt to the changes that arise in  time with economic 
and financial crisis that has damaging social effects.  
Student mobility must be seen as a necessity for developing better education, a competitive education, focused 
on each student's needs, abilities, interests, and learning styles.  
Acceding to a tertiary education level must be seen as a way of to be prepared to face difficulties and the most 
important thing to have the necessary preparation to overcome them. „Higher education is an important part of the 
solution to our current difficulties. Strong and accountable higher education systems provide the foundations for 
thriving knowledge societies. Higher education should be at the heart of our efforts to overcome the crisis – now 
more than ever[…] we have to provide quality higher education for all, to enhance graduates’ employability and to 
strengthen mobility as a means for better learning.”§ 
 
 
 
‡See http://www.esu-online.org/news/article/6068/Bologna-With-Student-Eyes-2012/ 
§
According to the Bucharest Communiqué -  European Higher Education Area Conference, Bucharest 2012, 
http://www.ehea.info/Uploads/%281%29/Bucharest%20Communique%202012%281%29.pdf 
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